American Indian Advisory Council

Minutes for March 9, 2006

Meeting was held at the Candelaria American Indian Council, Ventura. Ernestine Lopez, Executive Director. Co-hosts Sarah Asbury, RS, and Maria Reyes-Sanchez, SVRC, Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) Santa Barbara District

Guest Speaker

Suzanne Molson

Fort Mojave Tribal VR

Suzanne has served as Director of Fort Mojave Vocational Rehabilitation (FMVR) program for 6 years. The FMVR covers a small geographic area,  and provides services to Native Americans with disabilities who are members of Federally recognized tribes in the area of   : 

· Needles, CA

· Mojave Valley, AZ

· Laughlin, NV

FMVR partners with State VR’s in the tri-state area, nearest CA DOR office is Victorville, a 4 hour drive from Fort Mojave.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) used torture tactics to fore assimilation:

· Concentration camps

· Forced marches through the desert e.g. Trail of Tears

· Tribes forced to live with other tribes with whom, historically,  they were not friendly

Suzanne shared the story of a tribal elder whom, as a child, the BIA had forced to live in a Boarding School. His treatment included: 

· Forced to march in the extreme heat of the Arizona desert

· Given food with bugs on it and told there were no bugs

Many Native Americans still carry a degree of distrust for government agencies. Vocational rehabilitation can mean mainstreaming into the white work force. Tribal VRs are an important bridge to Native American culture: 

· Holistic approach Physical, Mental, Spirit and Emotional 

· Knowledge of traditions and culture

· Rehabilitation must include healing the spirit

· Gaining credibility requires patience and persistence. 

Native Americans were part of the 1960's Civil Right Movement in this country but not part of the Disability movement of the 1970’s. Today, American Indians remain the most unserved or underserved ethnic minority. As a result, many:

· Lack a sense of future, self esteem, or confidence to set goals

· Believe the stereotype of “drunk” and “never amount to anything”

· Caught in the welfare cycle

· Unaware of services outside the reservation

· Feel trapped or don’t have transportation to access services

· Pride can also be an issue

Fort Mojave Tribal VR is funded through U.S. Dept. of Education and a 10% match from Fort Mojave Tribe. Tribal VRs are also referred to as Project 121 as they are listed under Title I, Section 121 of the Rehab. Act. Most of the Project 121 programs (4 in CA), are rural and must be extremely creative in seeking or identifying resources 

The Aha Macav Multi-Discipline Team, (Directors and staff of the Fort Mojave Indian Tribes Social Services programs), have created a 6 week training module that provides support for consumers’ dealing with:

· Sobriety 

· Domestic violence

· Reducing criminal charges and fines with the Tribal, Needles, CA and Bullhead City, AZ court system  

Although many tribes have lost some of their traditions, they often will borrow from others to have a sense of heritage and belonging:

· Sweat Lodges

· Medicine Wheels

· Dream Catchers

· Blessings

· Dance

Songs sung during rituals such as funerals, are passed down from generations long before the white man came to this land. Songs a deep part of who the Fort Mojave people are and teach values:

· Trust

· Love

· Respect 

Suzanne shared a CD of Bird Song, which is a common theme among some of the Western tribes. If you are interested in obtaining a copy of the CD by Joe Guachino, J.R. Holmes, and Wally Antone, contact Suzanne at fmrehab@frontiernet.net 

Guest Speaker

Tanner Silva

Community Resources for Independence (CRI)

Tanner’s heritage is Pomo/Pima Indian and, although not an enrolled tribal member, of the Kashaya Band of Pomo Indians of Stewart’s Point Rancheria. Tanner was raised outside the Native American culture until the age of 15 and shared her experiences living in foster care, being a Native American with a disability, and her first experience with DOR as a consumer. 

Community Resources for Independence (CRI) is one of 29 independent living centers in California. CRI has 3 offices serving Sonoma, Lake, Napa, and Mendocino Counties.. In 1995, when Tanner opened the Ukiah office,  CRI had a 3 year Native American Community Organization (NACOP) grant to conduct outreach and provide services to Native Americans with disabilities. Some of the goals achieved by NACOP include:

· Formation of a Native American Disability Advisory Council

· Developed and conducted a culturally appropriate disability awareness training

· Developed, trained staff, and conducted a Tri-County Needs Assessment and Survey

· Compiled survey data and disseminated reports to all tribes

· Submitted application for funding an Inter-Tribal vocational rehabilitation project

In the Native American culture, families accept sole responsibility for the care of elders and disabled family members. Yet, without advocacy and technical assistance from CRI, those with disabilities are often unable to leave their homes. CRI helps by connecting tribes with resources for: 


Ramps and other modifications


Durable medical equipment


HUD housing assistance

Homebuilders are now starting to look at accessibility issues for elders. 

For information on CRI programs, support groups, and services:

 http://www.cri-dove.org/
Conducting outreach to Native American communities, especially in rural areas, presents many challenges:

· Cultural issues / power of words

· Tribal politics / establishing trust

· Road conditions/ travel expenses

Tanner maintains a database of Tribal Council members of the 20 Tribes in Lake, Mendocino, and Sonoma Counties. She updates this data monthly due to high rate of turnover.  

Children in rural tribal communities often do not attend school and a large number are disabled due to:


Substance abuse


Fetal-alcohol syndrome


Learning disabilities


High rate of diabetes 

Tribes belonging to the Northern Consortium do provide financial assistance when available but they also deal with the lack electricity and adequate water quality. CRI does continuous advocacy to keep disability services a priority. 

Currently, some of the outreach projects that Tanner has developed and maintained in the American Indian communities are:


Collaboration between CRI and Pinoleville Tribal VR

· Recruiting volunteers


Provide Disability Awareness training and advocacy


alking Circles for Native American women with disabilities on the Round Valley Reservation and in Ukiah

· Establish a Native American Disability Resource Group in Lake and Mendocino Counties 

Through a small grant from the California PAS Project, CRI developed a booklet, “Accessing Native Americans with Disabilities Resource Manual”, which has been distributed to agencies and organizations Statewide. Tanner also provided copies of a booklet, “No One Left Behind, Inclusion of Indigenous People in Service Planning”. For a copy, contact mailto:tanner@cri-dove.org or call (707) 463-8875

Rosa Rubacava, Flutist

During our luncheon, we were honored to have Rosa play the flute for us. Rosa, you played beautifully and we thank you very much. 

Guest Speaker

Art Greycloud

Alcoholics Anonymous

Art does community outreach to Native Americans for Alcoholics Anonymous in the Ventura area. Art belongs to the Santee Sioux Indian tribe though his heritage includes several Native American nations. Art spoke of his life, growing up in the Native American culture, being an alcoholic, and a recovering alcoholic. 

Art announced the upcoming American AA Gathering, sponsored by the 15 areas of AA’s Pacific Region and Morongo Indian Tribe. This forum will be the largest gathering of tribes West of the Rockies. 

The forum will address alcoholism and drug abuse among Native Americans on the reservations and how an AA general Service Office can help. 

· May 20-21, 2006 with Social Pow Wow on Saturday night

· Morongo Indian Reservation Community Center, 13000 Fields Road, Banning, CA 92220 

· No registration fee

For more information your local AA representative or General Service Office (212) 870-3400 

Agency Updates

Margie Lopez, Outreach Director for American Indian Health and Services Council Lodge, located at 4141 State Street, Santa Barbara, has partnered with Candelaria American Indian Council in Ventura County. Due to high cost of housing in Santa Barbara, Native Americans have had to relocate to Ventura County. 

· Federal government is planning to terminate funding for urban Indian Health Clinics (also impact United American Indian Involvement) 

· Native Americans won’t seek help from non-Native American medical clinics

· Community Health Clinics are already overcrowded

· Not all Chumash tribes receive funding from Casinos 

· Only those tribes that built the Casinos share in the profits

·  Santa Ynez Indian Health Clinic does not receive Casino money  

The Council Lodge, open Mondays and Wednesdays, provides culturally competent outpatient services including :

· Mental health

· Drug and alcohol abuse counseling

· Disease prevention

· Health promotion and consultation

Margie is also a Commissioner with the Mental Health Commission of Santa Barbara and  does outreach to Native American youth that are incarcerated

· For Indians, where you come from tells you who you are

· Indian youth in the jails do not know their heritage and have no foundation

· Parents unable to share heritage with children because they don’t know it either

For more information, (805) 681-7411 x 247

DOR update – The Department is encouraging: 

· College students with a Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling or related field to apply for the Senior Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor interviews

· Native American specially encouraged to pursue a Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling or related field and come to work for the DOR

· Diversity Employment Source 8th Annual Cinco de Mayo Job Fair to be held May 4, 2006, for flyer, www.DESlive.com   

Southern California Indian Center has offices in:

· Los Angeles 

· Orange County

· Riverside – satellite office

· Hollywood – satellite office

· SCIC Commerce office is closed. They are looking for space in the Santa Fe Springs / Norwalk area. 

For office addresses, www.indiancenter.org 

SCIC Events:

· Job Fair June / date and location to be announced 

· 38th Annual Pow Wow July 28, 29 &30, for flyer www.indiancenter.org/pages/index.php?ID=22  

SCIC’ has partnered with tribes across the country in developing a multimedia program to train Native Americans in the film industry. For more information contact SCIC (213) 387-5772  

Thank you to our Guest Speakers and all who attended. 

Thank you to Ernestine, Gloria, Maria and Sarah for hosting. 

Next Meeting

July 12, 2006

United American Indian Involvement

