Frequently Asked Questions about
the Peer Review Process

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What is the Peer Review Process?
Most Federal funding sources ( i.e., RSA, NIDRR), utilize a peer review process to select proposals to be funded. 

Peer reviewers, also called proposal reviewers, are recruited from various disciplines to evaluate and score proposal applications.  Reviewers score each application based upon the selection criteria published in the Notice of Funding Available (NOFA), Request for Proposals (RFP), and in the instructions found within the RFP application package.
When reviewing applications, the reviewers must consider only the information provided in the proposal application.  Usually the peer reviewers will review the proposal separately and then come together as a panel. The panel will then share their feedback and comments about the proposal, as well as their rationale for the scores they awarded. 

Once the reviewers have evaluated and scored the applications, Federal officers use the information to rank the proposals according to their numeric scores.  The proposal applications receiving the highest scores will be funded based on their ranking and the number of funds that are available for that particular competition.

Who are the Peer Reviewers?

Almost anyone can be a peer reviewer. There is great need for individuals from ethnically diverse backgrounds and individuals who have disabilities to become reviewers.  Accommodations will be made for individuals with disabilities to participate in the peer review process.  Peer reviewers are:

· Professionals

· Para-professionals

· Parents of individuals with disabilities who have related experiences

What are the Benefits of Serving as a Peer Reviewer?
· You will become familiar with the evaluation criteria of different funding bodies.

· Funding agencies will also become familiar with you as a reviewer.

· You will have the opportunity to read submitted proposals, which is an excellent way to learn about grant writing.

· You will gain a better understanding of what the proposal reviewers are looking for when evaluating proposals, which will make you a stronger proposal writer.
· You will have an opportunity to make a positive impact on the lives of others.

· Peer reviewing offers a great opportunity for networking.

· You will be able to be of service to others.

· Your expenses are paid and you will receive a small stipend for your efforts.

What are the Responsibilities of the Peer Reviewer?

· Attend an orientation to the Peer Review Process (conducted prior to actual proposal reviews).

· Read and evaluate numerous proposals.

· Evaluate proposals based on selection criteria (independent evaluations).

· Meet with other reviewers to discuss evaluations.

· Finalize scoring, comments and feedback for each proposal.

How do you become a Peer Reviewer with the U.S Department of Education – Office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Services (OSERS)?
· Email your resume and request to become a peer reviewer to OSERS Peer Reviewer at <OSERSPRS@ed.gov>. Your name will then be entered into the system.
·  When a need to review proposals arises, names are, then, randomly selected from expert categories and you receive a call to sit on a Peer Review Panel.  Usually, it involves three individuals from outside of the Federal system.
· Travel to Washington, DC for the in person review. (Sometimes there are regional or teleconference reviews).
· The concept of Conflict of Interest will be one that you will need to deal with because if you are applying for a grant in a particular category, then you really are not eligible to sit as a Peer Reviewer in that category.

