836 Meeting Agenda

April 6, 2010

ARPE faculty

Attendance:

Ron Jacobs, Frank Harris III, Kendra Jeffcoat, Irina Weisblat, Randy Barnes, Lauren Weiner, Jill Baker, Tammi Marshall, Nan Hampton, Mark Tucker, Michelle Warn, Marilee Bresciani
How can we design the research methods courses and the 836 courses to best support students who are writing their dissertations?

· Change the sequencing – see changes for 2010 cohort
· What is missing from on-going support for students? – see comments below

· How much can we place on-line? – we will do as much as possible – see Michelle’s comments below

· When do we transition from 836 faculty mentor to dissertation chairs? -  when the students decide on their dissertation chairs,  we will transfer the dissertation advising and personal advising from the 836 faculty member to the dissertation chair.  Just a reminder that faculty can only chair four dissertations at a time; however faculty can serve on as many dissertation committees as they feel is reasonable for them to do without hindering response time or quality of feedback to the student.  As a reminder,  faculty receive $1,000 in professional development for serving on a committee however it does not factor in to their workload.

· Selection of dissertation committees – The dissertation chair will assist the students with the selection of their faculty committee members.  Information to aid in this process can be found at  http://interwork.sdsu.edu/eddleaders/community_college/program-requirements/dissertation.html  As a reminder, it is up to faculty with regard to how many committees they agree to serve on.  It is understood that they know their work load and can say “no.”

What additional on-line seminars might we need to support students’ learning and when would they be offered?   Comments from participants follow and are not represented in any organized manner.

· doing chapter one first worked well for me – keep that in mind when working with students

· remind ARP 801 instructor to keep folks thinking about dissertation topics in ARP 801

· re-visit how students are assigned to 836 faculty mentors – is that working well for students.  We must re-visit in fall 2010.

· keep peer review process in class for 836

· Have students re-visit the 836 resource website to make sure they re-visit research design modules before they take the methodology courses  

Place on-line:

· quantitative methodology course lectures, including tools and data analysis

· qualitative methodology course lectures, including tools and data analysis

· primers on different types of methodologies and how to select the appropriate one

· any materials to reinforce research design (put in 836 part 2 and part 3)

· how to prepare for your dissertation proposal defense

· how to prepare for your dissertation defense

· things to be mindful of when using technology to collect data/technology capability limitations

· how to access technology for use in your data collection and analysis

· publishing your dissertation research: starting points

· preparing a poster presentation

· tips on writing a conference proposal

· resources at SDSU to assist you in data collection and analysis

· library resources support –Linda Salem 

· IRB survival tutorial – Camille Nebeker

· APA tutorials – Frank Harris

· Preparing your dissertation for filing at SDSU – Randy and Lauren

· Reminders for conducting focus groups – qualitative methodology class

· Reminders for conducting interviews – qualitative methodology class

· Survey design

· Comparison of different data collection methods – emphasize in methodology courses and 836

· Advantages and limitations

· Really understanding your selection and being able to explain it/”defend” it

· The differences between limitations and delimitations – 836, Chapter 1

· Things to consider when writing up chapter 4

· Interpreting findings

· Writing up findings

· Things to consider when writing up chapter 5

· Incorporating the literature review into the discussion of the findings

· Making sure you are discussion your research questions/hypothesis

· Writing up recommendations

· Writing up implications for practice

· Reminders to students about selecting a chair and selecting committee members – process reminders and things to consider - - already on website at http://interwork.sdsu.edu/eddleaders/community_college/program-requirements/dissertation.html
Discussion points for faculty for future meetings

How consistent do we want to use the research format when we assign projects?

Michelle’s Notes

Online Research Library
CDL will pull lectures & Resources over to research library from 836 pt1
Add a section for other students work
Michelle and Marilee to check on copyright - used as student examples for teaching
Maybe we put up sections of dissertations as examples of certain chapters rather the entire dissertation
Program would also want access to Research Library directly once out of the 3 courses - make available to alums as well
Add anchors down into body of the pages

Peer Review - now that lectures are online, can use class time for looking at other students work - maybe assign just 1 or 2 other students' work to each other


Online Support
Add Primers on types of methodologies - Qualitative, Quantitative, Case Study,
Include more about research design over and above tools of analysis
Focus groups and Interviews
Survey design
Also redirect students over to the lectures and content from these classes.
Dissertation Proposal
Use of different data capture and analysis software
Social Science Research Lab and Campus Resources
IRB Tutorial
Using Library resources and search tools
APA tutorials - Citations and one on format and general APA Approach


Michelle will contact Linda Salem to do her presentations
