Criteria for Evaluating Dissertations

(For self-evaluation purposes, all answers should be “yes”)

Adapted from Creswell, J.W. (1994). Research design: Qualitative and quantitative approaches. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications

Selecting a Topic of Study

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the topic researchable, given time, resources, and availability of data? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is there personal interest in the topic in order to sustain attention? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods / Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Will the results of the study be of interest to others? (Oral:   Originality, Significance/Authenticity, Discussion and summary; Written: Introduction, Methods/approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the topic likely to be publishable in a scholarly journal? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity, Discussion and summary; Written: Introduction, Methods/approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does the study a) fill a void, b) replicate, c) extend, or d) develop new ideas in the scholarly literature? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity; Written: Introduction, Methods/approach, Results/outcome, Discussion & Summary, Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Will the project contribute to your career goals? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity, Discussion & Summary; Written: Methods/approach, Results/outcome)

Comments:

Abstract

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it contain the purpose of the study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it contain the study population? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it summarize the methodology? (Oral/ Written: Discussion & summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it summarize the primary finding? (Oral/ Written: Discussion & summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it summarize the significance of the study?  (Oral/ Written: Discussion & summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is it less than 120 words (APA)? (Oral: Organization, Discussion & summary; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
If publishing in a journal or writing a proposal for a grant, does the abstract match journal/grant requirements? (Oral: Discussion & summary; Written: Review of Literature)
Comments:

Title of the Study

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are unnecessary words eliminated? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
If a double title is the colon in the correct place? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the title no longer than 12 words? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are articles and prepositions eliminated? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it include the focus or topic of the study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is it brief? (Oral: Discussion & summary; Written: Discussion and Summary, Writing Quality)

For Quantitative Studies

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify a theory, model, or conceptual framework to be tested in the study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it state whether the independent and dependent variables will be related or whether two or more groups will be compared in terms of the dependent variable(s)? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods /Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it illustrate an effect or relationship?  (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction, Discussion & Summary) 

For Qualitative Studies

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it denote a further understanding of the topic? (Oral: Originality; Written: Methods/Approach, Discussion and Summary) 

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it represent a non-directional approach versus a directional approach? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/ Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it use words that convey an emerging design because of the inductive mode of the qualitative research process? (Written: Introduction, Methods / Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A 
Does it eliminate words that suggest a directional approach to the study if a qualitative methodology? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods /Approach, Discussion and Summary)
Comments:

Introduction

____Yes ____No ____N/A

Does it set the stage for the entire study? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it create reader interest in the topic? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it establish the problem that leads to the study (see Problem Statement)? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it place the study within the larger context of the scholarly research? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it reach out to a specific audience? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it conclude with a statement of purpose? (Oral: Discussion & Summary)

Purpose of the Study

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is it concise and to the point? (Oral: Organization, Discussion & Summary; Written: Introduction, Methods/Approach, Results/Outcome)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it use such words as “purpose, intent, and objective” to call attention to this statement as a central controlling idea in a study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Results/Outcomes)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it clearly mention the central concept or idea being expressed? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods / Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it provide a general definition of the central concept or idea? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it include words denoting the method of inquiry to be used in data collection, analysis, and the process of research? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it mention the unit of analysis or research site? (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

Significance of the Study

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it set the stage for the entire study?  (Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it create reader interest in the topic? (Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it establish the problem that leads to the study (see Problem Statement)? (Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it place the study within the larger context of the scholarly research? (Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it reach out to a specific audience? (Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it conclude with a statement of purpose? (Written: Introduction, Discussion & Summary)
Comments:

Statement of the Problem

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it stimulate interest in your study? (Oral: Originality, Significance/Authenticity; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it convey an issue to which a broad readership can relate? (Oral: Originality; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it specify the problem leading to the study? (Oral: Originality; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A 
Does it indicate why the problem is important by giving a historical/theoretical background?  (Oral: Organization; Written: Introduction)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it avoid using idiomatic expressions or trite phrases? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

Considerations, If Applicable

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it use short sentences for impact? (Oral: Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it use numeric information for impact? (Oral:   Organization; Written: Writing Quality)

Comments:

Research Questions

____Yes ____No ____N/A 

Is it clearly stated? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A

Is it specific in its focus? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it match with the intended methodology? (Oral: Organization)

Comments:

Definition of Terms

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are all terms that individuals outside the field of study may not understand defined? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are all terms defined when they first appear? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are all terms that need defining included in this section? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)
Comments:

Limitations

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are all the potential weaknesses of the study described? (Oral: Organization; Written: Results/Outcomes)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are the limitations appropriate to the methodology? (Oral: Organization; Written: Results/Outcomes)
Comments:

Delimitations

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are all the ways that describe how the study will be narrowed in scope included? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are the delimitations appropriate to the methodology? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

Comments:

Role of the Researcher (for qualitative studies only)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are your beliefs, feelings and thoughts about the topic described? 

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are the ways these beliefs, feelings and thoughts may influence the manner in which you conduct your research described?

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are your plans to keep your beliefs, feelings and thoughts in check discussed?
Comments:
Review of the Literature 
____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is it organized around and related directly to the thesis or research question you are developing? (Oral: Organization; Written: Review of Literature) 

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it synthesize results into a summary of what is and is not known? (Written: Review of Literature, Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify areas of controversy in the literature? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it formulate questions that need further research? (Written: Review of Literature, Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it place each work in the context of its contribution to the understanding of the subject under review? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe the relationship of each work to the others under consideration?  (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify areas of prior scholarship to prevent duplication of effort? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it point the way forward for further research? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it place one's original work (in the case of theses or dissertations)     in the context of existing literature? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is it organized into categories or themes? (Written: Review of Literature)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it have its own introduction, body, and concluding sections? (Written: Review of Literature, Writing Quality)
Comments:

Research Methodology
____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it discuss the type of methodology used (e.g., quantitative or qualitative)? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify the specific type of methodology selected (e.g., case studies, grounded theory, quasi-experimental design, etc.)? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it explain the purpose of the method using citations? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it explain why that method was selected? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe the population of the study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify and explain the sampling design using citations?  (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it explain why that sampling design was selected? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the sampling design appropriate to the methodology selected? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the sample described in enough detail to understand who is included in this study but in a manner that still maintains confidentiality? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe the instruments or data extraction and manner in which the data will be collected using citations? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe how the instruments or variable selected were selected and/or designed using citations? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it explain, using data, how valid and reliable the instruments are (if applicable)? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it explain how the instruments were piloted/tested (if applicable)? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are the instruments contained in the appendix? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it identify and describe how data will be analyzed using citations? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it detail the steps of how, when, and who will collect and analyze the data? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe how data will be triangulated, if applicable? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe how findings will be validated or audited, if applicable? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach, Discussion & Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does it describe, in detail, how confidentiality of subjects will be maintained throughout every aspect of the study? (Oral: Organization; Written: Methods/Approach)
Comments:

Summary of Findings  

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does this section begin with a summary of the findings? (Oral: Discussion and summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A 
Does it report key findings of the study? (Oral: Discussion and summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are key findings supported by references to the data? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Do key findings address the research questions or hypothesis? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are key findings reported in an organized manner (such as by research question or hypotheses)? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
If found, are key findings that contradict each other reported? (Oral: Organization)
Comments:

Discussion/Conclusion  

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does this section begin with a summary of the primary interpretation of the findings and the conclusion? (Oral: Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is literature used to contradict or affirm the interpretation of findings and conclusion? (Oral: Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the conclusion affirmed by the findings? (Oral: Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Does the discussion proceed in an organized manner (such as by research question or hypotheses)? (Oral: Discussion and Summary, Delivery)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Is the theory or hypothesis that was tested affirmed or denied? (Oral: Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Do the findings and their interpretation support the conclusion regarding the theory or hypothesis? (Oral: Discussion and Summary)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Do you address what your data do not tell you about your research questions? (Oral: Discussion and Summary, Delivery)

Comments:

Recommendations

____Yes ____No ____N/A 
What are the key recommendations for future research on this topic? (Oral: Organization)

____Yes ____No ____N/A
What are the key recommendations for practice? (Oral: Organization) 

____Yes ____No ____N/A
Are the recommendations based on the findings? (Oral: Organization) 

Comments:
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